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(Port of Dover is owned and operated by Dover Harbour Board)

Marine Enforcement & Prosecution Policy

Dover Harbour Board (DHB), in its capacity as Statutory Harbour Authority for the Port of Dover, is
responsible for the effective enforcement of relevant legislation, Byelaws and General Directions
relating to the safety of navigation within the Port.

For the purposes of this policy, enforcement includes: the promulgation of regulation and
guidance; monitoring and detection of non-compliance; incident investigation; and, where
appropriate, formal warnings, other sanctions, and prosecution.

Where deemed appropriate, DHB will prosecute offenders for committing criminal offences as set
out in relevant legislation and will seek appropriate sanctions for breaches of DHB Byelaws and
General Directions.

In applying this policy, DHB will act lawfully and fairly and will take enforcement decisions that are
proportionate, consistent, transparent and targeted, having regard to the risk to navigational
safety, the seriousness of the breach, the available evidence, any history of non-compliance, and
the public interest.

In pursuance of this policy, DHB shall:

e Maintain and review the regulatory framework and ensure regulations/guidance are widely
promulgated and accessible to port users.

e Maintain effective enforcement and investigation procedures that comply with relevant
legal requirements and ensure staff are competent, trained and supported.

e Through Dover VTS, maintain marine monitoring to detect breaches, and liaise with Port
of Dover Police and partner agencies where appropriate.

e Use an appropriate and graduated response to breaches (advice, written warning, other
sanctions and/or prosecution), and manage enforcement activity with appropriate records,
including secure handling and retention of evidence and case material.
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